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You will probably have received a newsletter from RWE npower renewables about 
their proposed industrial wind farm at Temple Hill.  

reVOLT is a community action group opposed to this proposal. Our newsletter is 
designed to help demystify some of the ’information’ in RWE’s newsletter. 

 
Come and make up your own mind  

RWE is holding a public exhibition at Stubton Village Hall on 28th September 4-7pm 
and 29th September 10am-4pm. reVOLT will be mounting its own display, so that 
you can make up your own mind about how you feel about living near an industrial 
wind farm. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Temple Hill or Temple Hell? 

RWE’s newsletter says that only 2% of the landowner’s site will be occupied by 
turbines. But it doesn’t mention the dozens of square miles of countryside which 
would be blighted by these enormous structures. 

 

 
How Grange Lane might look with RWE’s wind farm* 

Please see www.re-volt.co.uk for an animated version of this montage. Coming 
soon to the website will be montages showing what the wind farm might look like 
from near your home. 
 
RWE will present photo montages at the exhibition – please note that the wind 
industry is renowned (http://www.wind-watch.org/news/2012/07/15/photo-trickery-makes-
wind-farms-smaller) for using trick photographic techniques to minimise the visual 
impact of wind farms.  
 
*No warranty is made nor implied to the accuracy of this photo montage. Turbine positions based on RWE’s proposal. 



 

Frequently asked questions & factual answers 

1. Will a wind farm affect the value of my house? 

Yes. RWE used a quote from a RICS survey out of context. This survey was 
at best inconclusive and another RICS survey concluded that ‘60% of estate 
agents sampled said wind farms decrease the value of residential property 
where the development is within view’.  

It has now been officially accepted that proximity to a wind farm does reduce 
house values (http://brandonrevolt.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/council-tax-for-homes-
near-wind-farms.pdf) and some residents have had their council tax re-banded 
accordingly. District Judge Michael Buckley said that the noise, visual 
intrusion and flicker reduced the value of a house in Cumbria by 20% (and 
the turbines there were only 40m high!).  

As well as the reduction in house values, there’s also the issue of planning 
blight - for many people it has proved impossible to sell their home at any 
price, particularly with ongoing uncertainty during a planning process which 
takes several years. 
  

2.  Will a wind farm affect my health? 

Possibly. Concerns have been raised about low frequency vibration, noise, 
light pollution and shadow flicker. Some residents have successfully sued 
developers and landowners because of sleep disruption and depression.  

The noise regulations (ETSU-R-97) that govern wind farms are outdated and 
widely discredited. Although wind farm developers argue that noise is a minor 
issue, a recent British Medical Journal editorial concluded that wind turbine 
noise seems to affect health and called for an independent review of the 
evidence.   

More info in this article: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-
2199284/Wind-farms-Are-wind-farms-saving-killing-A-provocative-investigation-claims-
thousands-people-falling-sick-live-near-them.html 
 

3. Won’t the County Council’s wind turbine policy prevent this? 

No. Lincolnshire County Council’s wind farm policy will not protect us. The 
planning decision rests with SKDC and they are not bound by the county 
policy.  So write to your district councillor or the press and demand that 
SKDC’s policy is bought into line with other authorities who are introducing a 
minimum of 2km between industrial wind turbines and houses, as is already 
the case in other countries. 
 

4. This isn’t on my doorstep – do I need to worry? 
Yes. This decision could establish a precedent for further development in the 
Grantham/Newark region. If an industrial wind farm is approved at Temple 
Hill, it will open the door for more applications. There are many other wind 
turbine proposals nearby and the list is growing – please see the map below. 

Even if you aren’t close to Temple Hill (remember it will be visible for 20 miles 
in some directions) you may be affected by the construction – temporary 
roads to handle the outsize loads, increased heavy traffic through our tranquil 
villages, noise and vibration from pile-driving, and so on. 



 

 

5. Isn’t wind power essential to help tackle climate change? 

Almost certainly not. Wind power by its very nature is intermittent, 
meaning that extra coal and gas-fired power stations are required to plug the 
gaps in wind farm output. This is less efficient than if these power stations 
were supplying a predictable demand, resulting in increased CO2 emissions. 
This inability to match generation with demand means that the National Grid 
will have to be expanded (more pylons) if more wind farms are built. 

According to a definitive study (http://docs.wind-watch.org/hughes-windpower.pdf)  

on the costs and benefits of wind power “They require a huge commitment of 
investment resources to a technology that is not very green, in the sense of 
saving a lot of CO2, but which is certainly very expensive and inflexible. 
Markets have to be rigged in order to persuade investors to fund the 
investment that is required.” 
 
The UK is chosen not for its wind but for its subsidies (we may be the windiest 
country in Europe, but that’s because the UK includes Scotland). Your money, 
paid through energy bills and taxes, will go in subsidies to one wealthy 
landowner and a German energy company.  
 
Don’t believe RWE’s sums. They say a 2.5MW turbine can generate 6.5 million 
units each year. That assumes a ‘load factor’ of 30% - even the wind industry 
lobby group only claims 26.35% for onshore wind, and that includes much 
windier upland sites. In 2011, for all UK wind farms combined, the load factor 
was less than 10% for 57 days of the year and less than 5% for 20 days. 
Even if you ignore the CO2 required to build and transport the turbines and 
their massive concrete bases and ignore the extra cost of running gas and 
coal back up stations less efficiently, the wind farm would only save the 
equivalent of everyone in South Kesteven turning down their heating by 
0.7°C.  



6. The local community will benefit financially won’t they? 

Almost certainly not.  Jobs could be lost if local tourism businesses 
suffer because of the new wind eyesores. Turbines are manufactured abroad 
and wind farms are operated remotely, so there will be no new jobs (most 
wind industry jobs are in offshore support or in the planning process). There 
may be some small scale short-term work for local companies during 
construction. 

RWE offers a community benefit fund, which would equate to around £12k per 
annum – a whole 0.005% of what RWE might stand to make from the wind 
farm. But you won’t get cheap electricity or any compensation for the noise 
and spoilt landscape. Experience in other areas suggests that the communities 
most directly impacted by wind farms benefit least, if at all, from these funds. 

 

If you’re not sure what to think, check out these videos: 

Europe’s Ill Wind: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R931N1rv7Xw 

A compilation of videos highlighting the main issues with wind farms  
(caution, contains brief footage of turbine blade hitting a bird): 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zr3z_7iQ35s  

 

 

Get involved! 
 

• Stay informed: our website www.re-volt.co.uk is regularly updated with 
news and information so please check back regularly. 

 

• Keep in touch: to register for email updates please email 
revoltgroup@hotmail.co.uk  including your address and postcode. 

 

• Help out: if you have time available to help – whether it’s baking cakes to 
raise funds or because you have relevant skills to offer – we’d really 
appreciate it, so please do get in touch. 

 

• Spread the word: we need to ensure everyone is aware of the wind farm 
threat, so please talk to as many people as possible about it. 

 

• Be ready to write letters & attend meeting at the appropriate times (we’ll 
let you know who, where and when!) 

 

• Donate:  reVOLT needs to raise funds to cover communications costs and to 
employ expert technical, planning or legal advisers at the appropriate stage. 
So please help us by attending fundraising events and making a donation. Our 
first fundraising event is a cocktail evening and auction at Stubton Hall on 4th 
October – see website for details. 

 

www.re-volt.co.uk         revoltgroup@hotmail.co.uk 

 


